Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources

Legal Basis

e Republic Act No. 177 (June 20, 1947) created the Bureau of Fisheries under the Department of
Agriculture and Commerce, incorporating into the Bureau the Division of Fisheries under the said
Department and all sections, field districts, experimental stations and all activities and agencies of
the National Government connected with fishery work.

o Republic Act No. 3512 (March 20, 1963) reorganized the Bureau of Fisheries into a Philippine
Fisheries Commission (PFC) under the direct control and supervision of the Secretary of the
Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources (formerly Department of Agriculture and Commerce).

o Integrated Reorganization Plan of 1972. (September 24, 1972) renamed the PFC back to Bureau
of Fisheries.

o Presidential Decree No. 461 (May 17, 1974) reorganized the Department of Agriculture and Natural
Resources into two separate departments, i.e., Department of Agriculture and Department of Natural
Resources, renamed the Bureau of Fisheries as Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR)
and placed it under the Department of Natural Resources.

o Executive Order No. 967(June 30, 1984) transferred BFAR from the Ministry of Natural Resources
(nomenclature change due to parliamentary form of government) to the Ministry of Agriculture and
Food (MAF), converting it into a staff bureau and integrating its regional offices (ROs) into the MAF's
ROs.

o Executive Order No. 116 (January 30, 1987) reorganized the MAF into the Ministry of Agriculture and
sustained the staff bureau status of BFAR.

o Republic Act No. 8550 (February 25, 1998), the Philippine Fisheries Code of 1998, provided for the
development, management and conservation of the fisheries and aquatic resources and integrated all
pertinent laws into the code, reconstituting BFAR into a line bureau under the Department of Agriculture
(under presidential form of government this time) and creating the National Fisheries Research and
Development Institute (NFRDI) as the research arm of the Bureau.

Mandate

The Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) is responsible for the development, improvement,
management, and conservation of the country’s fishery and aquatic resources.

The Fisheries agency is one of the oldest structures in the history of the Philippine bureaucracy. Basic functions concerning the development of the
country's fisheries and aquatic resources were already being undertaken by some agencies (as the Bureau of Science) through a Fisheries Division
in early 1900s. In the 1930s, a Fish and Game Administration (FGA) was established which integrated the Division of Fisheries and Division of
Zoology of the Bureau of Science with the Division of Forest Fauna and Grazing in the Bureau of Forestry. The FGA was transformed back to a
Division of Fisheries under the Department of Agriculture and Commerce in 1939. RA 177 converted the said division into a Bureau of Fisheries.
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LOGICAL FRAMEWORK (BFAR)

Societal Goal

Poverty Reduction and Improved Quality of Life

Sectoral Goals

Food Security

Global Competitiveness

Increased Rural Income

Sustainable Development

Organizational Outcomes

Increased agriculture
and fisheries production
and productivity

Reduced cost of priority
wage goods and other
important non-wage goods

Improved quality
of agriculture
and fishery products

Increased employment
in agriculture
and fisheries

DA MFOs

MFO 1
Agriculture and fishery support
services delivered

Production support

Market development

Credlit facilitation

Irigation development
Postharvest/other infrastructure

training

Extension support, education and

MFO 2
Regulations developed,
implemented, monitored

and enforced

MFO 3
Plans and policies developed,
implemented, monitored
and evaluated

BFAR MFOs

Fishery support services delivered

Aquatic fisheries regulations
and standards developed,
implemented, monitored
and enforced

Aqguatic and fisheries development
plans and policies developed,
implemented, monitored
and evaluated

P/AIPs |

+ Operation of research centers
nationwide

» Maintenance of hatcheries and
establishment of seaweed
nurseries

+ Fish seed production and
distribution

+ Production-related research
activities on fishery

+ Fishery extension support,
education and training

+ Provision of market assistance
and conduct of market-related

activities
+ Credit facilitation/provision of
assistance in loan accessing

+ Maintenance of mariculture parks

research and linkaging/promotion

+ Postharvest research, distribution
and infra establishment/operation

Monitoring, control and
surveillance

Fish health management and
inspection

Coastal resource management
Inland fisheries management
Operation of cyanide detection
test and of quality assurance

laboratories

National stock assessment
program

Inspection/quarantine

* Support to Bureau of
Agriculture Statistics on
fishery and aquatic resources
data/information/generation

* Operation of Fishery
Information Management
Center (FIMC)

* Fishery and aquatic resources
policy agenda formulation
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